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AST time I had the pleaſure of your 
company, the diſcourſe happening to turn 
upon Mr.Chandler's Hiſtory of Perſecution, 
ve cou'd not but both of us be ſorry, that 

9 a good *fgument had been ſpoil'd by his 
ill management of itz by the many hot paſſions he ſeems 
to be tranſported with, and his undigeſted notions 
of the whole matter. Tho”, I preſume, neither the 

Reverend, nor the Honourable his ſubſcribers, will 

repent their generoſity, when they read the Ziftory 

of the Inquifition, a very curious and elaborate per- 
formance, he has been at the pains of tranſlating z 46 
that wretched hotch · potch, and heap of ſcandal he has 
rak'd up, as an Introduction to it, the ſober and judi- 
cious part of them, I am apt to believe, cou'd wiſh 
had not been impos'd upon them: For they can't ap- 
prove of his throw ing dirt at all hazards, round as 
| | A 2 bout 
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Skins, 1 
them with his t 
therwiſe. 

I cannot blame you, Sir, that you deſired to judge 
coolly of this matter, Tho? 'tis difficult not to grow 


warm, upon ſuch a prevaricating way of proceedure: 
To lanch out ſo immoderately, upon Principles 


Moderation, is really not ſufferable. You! ſeem'd 2 


take it ſo, as well as I; but not to be over-haſty in 
judging, you wou'd look further into the matter at 
your leiſure, and in the mean time, deſir'd me to com- 
mit to writing what paſs'd between us upon this ſub- 
jet: Which, tho' the lefs capable of the two, 1 un- 
dertook ſhou'd be done, to the beſt of my abilities, 


tho' not in the very ſame expreſſions or order, for 
ours was a free converſation; ſuch as it is, leave it 
to 8 to make what uſe of it you pleaſe. 


* e 4 


' Firſt then, as to Liberty and Perſecution, I did 


ſo far agree with this author, as you do, that there 
ſhou'd be 'no civil puniſhment inflicted on any man, 
for opinions that have no proper influence or ten- 
dency, to diſturb the peace of the fate or com- 
monwenlth. That therefore all ſectaries, of what- 


ſoever denomination, be left to their own thoughts a- 


bout religion and worſhip, ſo far as they are wil- 
ling to keep within reaſonable bounds: Whereby we 


underſtood, that they may uſe their liberty in their 


own churches, chapels, aſſemblies or meeting= 


places; and there they may follow, if it is poffible, 
and if they, pleaſe, neither diſcipline nor order, or 
rather, as it is to be ſuppos'd, their own order or 
diſcipline, in the way they think beſt, each of them, 
for the preſervation of their body intire, and'a good 
underſtanding *between all its members; 3 
* — | « Ou 
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ſhould be willing alſo, that the ſame liberty they 
uſe themſelves, others ſhould not enjoy leſs than 
thein ; and that they ſhould: not grudge. any other 
ſect the privilege of acting as they think proper, and 
eſpecially that which happens to be uppermoſt in a 
nation, and cherefore goes by the name of a aatio- 


nal eſtabliſbment, or church as it is eſtabliſn'd by 


II. But if, as it ſeems, ſome would puſh further 
and intend that every one ſhould every where teach, 
or act as he thinks fit, without any reſtraint, law, 
or controul, to hinder him, or abridge his liberty 
in any church or meeting, if he has a mind to be 
acknowledg'd a member of either, fo far indeed they 
ſhan'r have our concurrence; for we reckon that to 
be ſuch a confuſion, and wretched anarchy, as is no 
ways to be ſought for, or thought of, as a thing 
defirable, among either men or chriſtians. And, if 

I miſtake not, Mr. Chandler himſelf muſt not allow 
of it, though all his ontcries and declaimings, all 
his rancour and bitterneſs, all his anger and malice 
ſeem either to tend that way, or elſe to have his La- 
titudinarian Cabal lift up its head above all the now 
allow'd ſocieties of religion, and preſcribe to them 


bow they ought to behave themſelves, to pleaſe this 


ftale faction newly revived. 


* 


III. To return. I do not for my part, nor do you, 
envy the church here or any where elſe, the pro- 
tection of the ſlate, or any of its legal revenues. 
What! if diſſenters think themſelves oblig'd to keep 
up their own congregations, and 3 their pa- 
ſtors, as they are able; is it not fit alſo that the 
eſtabliſhment ſhould be kept up by the ſovereign, 
magiſtracy, or nation, that belong to it, or are 
members thereof; and that their clergy ſhould be 
ſupported by all lawful and convenient means? Or is 
it to be underſtood, that there ſhould be a liberty 
for thoſe that happen to be tolerated, and none for 
thoſe that are approv'd by the government? hs 

N at 


—— — 
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That the magiſtrate ſhould not meddle at al with 
religion, appears to me very ſtrange, unleſs he is to 
* have none himſelf; but if he ought to have any, that 
which is of his own ch»/ing, he, to be ſure, may 
cheriſh and protect. Otherwiſe, by being a mnagi- 
ſtrate, he would loſe all that he had a right to, as a 
private man, all the — that every other mem- 
ber of the commonwealth, all ſubjects whatever: 
would have maintain'd inviolably as to and for them- 
ſelves: Which I reckon to be a wild fancy, a mon- 
frous imagination. Will any perſon ſay the magi- 
ſtrate, as ſuch, muſt have no conſcience but a pub- 
lick one; or that all his buſineſs as a magiſtrate, pre- 
ciſely is, to keep every one's religion and conſcierice 
free of all reſtraint ? I won't oppoſe this; for tho' 
the magiſtrate, in that relation, bo not the church's 
protector, yet he that is a magiſtrate, will do ity 
* help doing it, if he has any zeal for the 
cauſe. | OE a Ut I 
IV. To this it may be objected, that ſuch a ſcheme 
would, in moſt parts of the world, eftabliſh iniquity 
by law, and ſettle for ever, almoſt in all places, ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition, rites and ceremonies, trifles 
and things indifferent in doctrine or practice, be- 
ſides creeds, ſubſcriptions, oaths, eccleſiaſtical courts; 
and I know not what. I'll own there would 
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be room for this objection, if at the ſame time a o- 


leration was not allowed to thoſe that diſſent from 


ſuch an eſtabliſh'd religion, or national ſociety of ; 


chriſtians. - Bur if a zoleration be allow'd (for upon 
this ſuppoſition we go here all along, none of us, I 
preſume, the leaſt _— towards popery in its 
worſe ſenſe, or perſecution for conſcience ſake) and 
if chriſtians, ſo named, chuſe all thoſe either vani- 
ties or enormities, to be part of their religion, and 
their own conſcience, tho* erroneous, flicks to itz will 
you take from them the liberty and right, to keep 
up and ſupport that their particular ſociety or 
church, ſo call'd, which they chaſe to be of? — 

| they 


fol 


they. agreeing in their 2 or uniformity in 
1 


thoſe things, are no more willing to depart from 
it, or to be diſturb'd in it, than the others in what 
they account their Liberty. N © nz 41 5 
V. Will the Latitudinarian then ſay, that church 
ſhould come into my notions? If you can perſuade 
people to come into them, let them; bur if not; why 
they into -your notions, any more than you into 
theirs ? Is it becauſe yours are right, theirs are not? 
Who ſhall be the judge? Not zhey for you; that 
you, reject as. abominable: Not you for them; for then 
all your fine ſpeeches would come at laſt to his, that 
you ſet up yourſelves only for a rule to others: 
Well then, Holy Scripture, mere Revelation, muſt be 


\ 


only hearken'd to; but this Scripture, this Revela- 


tion, happens to be underſtood in two appoſite, or 
different ſenſes, the one by the church, or prevailing 


party, the other by you. Here is the knot, gentle- 


men! So it is, ſays one, that fancies himſelf to be 
ſome Alexander or other, but I' cut it: Very well, 


Sir, we have heard before of theſe ſine cutters, but 
are not a jot the beiter for them. What they ſay, as 


well as we, is true, viz. That private judgement, be- 
ing the laſt reſort, is a firm and ſound foundation 


of liberty of conſcience. This is plain to any one's 


apprehenſion, but *tis-not ſo, . when the queſtion is. 
about a deciſion, between contending parties. For 
ſuch a deciſion is a publick judgment, or a ſolemn 


1 declaration, made by thoſe that ſhall come in, as jud- 


ges or umpires, to moderate between the ſaid parties, 
and to pronounce which of them teaches ar acts o- 


therwiſe than the ſociety, to which they belong, did 


formerly, or does now actually approve, ſo that it in- 
deed takes away a liberty of teaching or doing any 


otherwiſe than as it is decided. Bur nevertheleſs, it 


leaves whole and entire liberty of conſcience it ſelf to 
both parties, either thoſe that aſſent, or thoſe that do 
not. For we ſuppoſe all along that as full a rolera- 
{ion, as has been deſcrib'd, is allow'd to thoſe whoſe 


private * 


wn]. 
private does not agree with the publick judgment. 
If ſuch a reſtraint upon liberty is an evil, it is @ wes 


ceſſary evil, an evil that can't be avoiaed, as long as 


there are men, whether eccleſiaſtical or ſecular; who 
don't always ſee things in the ſame light. And 
therefore, in both church and fate contending par- 
ties there are, and I ſuppoſe will be, except all 
mens minds were exactly of the ſame make and 
mould: And deciſions will ever follow, or even 
ſometimes preceed contentions, to prevent them if 
poſſible before they break out to a high degree. Uni- 
verſal and conſtant experience proves it. It is ſo, and 
will be ſo. And when one goes about to ſuppoſe; 
that if we had all our defired dear liberty to play 
with, we might enjoy ſuch a pleaſure as never any 
dreamer felt (which I won't take upon me to deny) 
I really can't help looking upon this ſuppoſition as 
an Utopian ſcheme, a" mere Plato's commonwealth, 
and as truly vifionary and romantick as the imaginat 
caſtles in the air, of perſons diſorder d in their ſenſes *. 
VII. Nothing more like that franick notion, than 


the fine Raree - Shou of a church, of Mr. Chandler's 
_ framing, tho' he has it not, I know, out of his own 


brains; only, he watts to ſhare in the ble/ings of a 
worthy and reverend Prelate upon thoſe that have con- 
tribured to ſo good a work T. Here then all fe&s 
and parties are brought into one peaceable and well 
compacted church or body. You'll hear à few 


of them enumerated by Mr. Chandler t, an eccho, it 


ſeems, or an interpreter, if you believe him, of the 
now Biſhop of L. Socinians, Arians, Athanaſians, Sa- 
bellians, Pelagians, Arminians, Epiſcopalians, Calviniſts, 
Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, &c. a goodly 


ſight in very deed, and an exceeding comfortable one, 


to ſee em all amicably pack'd together! But believe 
you, if you can, that Mr. Chandler believes, that the 


4 4 
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Biſhop 
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Biſhop believes any ſuch thing. Cedar Judeus Apella 3 
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VIII. I would not have a, Roman-Catholick' ac- 
quainted with this, as it is pretended: to be an hypo- 


theſis or ſcheme of an orthodox Biſhop. For then 


he would have reaſou ſufficient to complain, that he 


is excluded from that bleſſed ſociety, that has at the 
head of it the very ſcum of thoſe that take upon 
them the name of chriſtians; for that's his notion 
of them, if I be not greatly miſtaken. However, 
that he is excluded is plain; unleſs he happens to be 


comprehended in Mr. Chandler's, &c. But if he is not, 


why is he not mention'd? It may be anſwer'd, be- 
cauſe Papiſts allow of principles deſtructive of our ci- 
vil conſtitution: That's true; but a Roman Catho- 
lick is not always a Papiſt, at leaſt then he ought to 
have been admitted, ſo far as he is only a Roman- 
Catholick, who, I think, agrees in all thoſe funda- 
mentals, that the Socinians themſelves will come into, 


and therefore I do inſiſt he ſhould be intermix'd ſome 
where in that huddle-puddle of Mr. Chandler's leger 


dare fay-be abbats.; . rr 
IX. For may Pare: I do not well ſee why the Deiſts 
themſclves ſhould not be compell'd to come in, that 
Mr. Chandler's houſe may be full; for they have no 


great objection to Chriſt as 4 Moraliſt, or one that 


demain, who fathers upon the good Biſhop, What I 


teaches plain natural morality or religion. Indeed, 


that he ſhould be a teacher from God for that pur- 
poſe, they apprehend was not fo very needful; but 
pets if chriſtians are willing to keep within the 
bounds of religion, as natural, I hardly think Deifts 
would refuſe to be reckon'd ſome of the beſt among 
X. What then, will one ſay, would you not tolerate 
a Socinian. ?, Tolerate! Ay, by all means: Let him 
have as ample. and full liberty. as any other difſen- 
ter: He ſhall have no ö ine. But 5 
7950 | mu 
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muſt beg pardon, if JI can't look upon him as a bro- 
ther, in all the emphaſis of that appellation; tho' I 
reckon him to be my neighbour, and am ready to 
do for him, as I would be done by. And when I re- 
5 on the matter ſeriouſly, I can't apprehend how 


I could be receiv'd into the communion. of Socrnians, 


as a preacher or teacher, ſuppoſing that I, being a- 
mong them, would teach or preach your Athanaſian 
creed, I doubt they would not ſuffer it; however, 
if they would, I cannot for my life imagine how 
they could in very reaſon and conſcience. ' And 


therefore, tho' I can well agree to be a member of 


the ſame fate or civil conſtitution with any men, 
I muſt profeſs, I can't ſo far ſtretch my charity and 
conſcience, as to be willing to be in one church 
or ecclefiaſtical communion with Socinians and Athana- 
fans together. Here one in the morning would preach, 


Chriſt is a mere man; another in the afternoon, he is 


«ery God; and if, after having explain'd the poſitive 
part of the doctrine, they happen, as it can hardly 


fail, to go into the controverted or polemical part of 


it, what a fine work for edification muſt I be enter- 


tain'd with ? What indeed, if it ſhould happen to 


return every Sunday throughout the year? No, but 
you'll ſay, they ſhan't touch at all upon thoſe points. 
That's very merry indeed; they will hold their tongues, 
your own principles. 2 9 

Xl. To be ſerious. Truth with love is chriſtian 
preaching, what therefore God has join'd together, 
et not man put aſunder. True doctrine then, as it 
is ſuch, in my own private judgment and con- 
ſcience, ought to be the baſis, rule and meaſure of 
my love. Then as men, all will be indeed the ob- 


won't they? for. ſhut their mouths you cannot, upon 


jects of love, as being my neighbours ; but as re- 
Tigzous Profeſſors, how is it poſhble or reaſonable, 


that there ſhould not be ſome: difference at leaſt, in 


the degrees of love, for and towards them. Is it 


/ not 
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not a plain Apoſtolical precept? Let us do good unto 
all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold of 


faith. We cannot then but chuſe to be in communion 


with thoſe that agree with us, in what we look up- 
on, with reſpect to fundamental truth, as that faith 
that was once delivered to the ſaints. „ 

XII. Indeed, as to my ſelf, I could wiſh with all 


my heart, that thoſe things ſhould not be impos'd. 


in order to chriſtian communion, that are look'd 
upon as indifferent, or declar'd to be ſo by the Impo- 
{ers themſelves : What is taken to be ſuch, ſhould be 
left, methinks, as it is in its own nature. He that 
eateth, ſhould not deſpiſe nor exclude him that eateth 
not; he that kneels, ſhould, in my apprehenſion, let 
others 4 or /it as they like. Tho' an uniformity 
in thoſe matters ſeems more decent, yet being not at 
all neceſſary, nor even the neglect of it indecent in it 
ſelf (for we ſee at prayers people in different poſtures 
without any ſcandal) I can't fe any reaſon why ch 
rigidneſs ſhould be countenanc'd by laws and penal- 
ties: And therefore it would be kind and chriſtian-like, 


I think, to leave every one ſo far free, as that he might 


follow his own way without reflecting upon another, 
for following his; and for ought I know of man's 
heart, it would be the proper way to bring them 
into an uniformity of prattice in ſuch things, by the 
very means of a prevailing faſhion and uſage : Only 
thoſe that ſhould ſtill affect to be Singular, would be 
apt to be ridicul'd for it, as he that wore long pockets, 
like thoſe of our grand-ſire. „ 

XIII. But in thoſe things that are reckoned to be 
of neceſſity in themſelves, there is no room left for 
any unbounded liberty among chriſtians united to- 
gether in one ſociety, church or communion, If 
there were, we might join with Roman-Catbolicks, 
adoring the ht, worſhiping of images, &c. which 


I know not whether Mr. Chandler would allow; but 


i ayow I cannot. And therefore unleſs you can ſo 
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could unite in what chriſtians take, reſpectively, to 
be the foundations of chriſtian doctrine or wor- 
ſhip, you may declaim and rail as long as you pleaſe; 
but you'll hardly bring in ſenſible men to have all 
their fundamental principles ſhaken and ruin'd, for the 
ſake of a few of one ſort of freethinkers, who look 


upon them as 20 principles at all, and yet would 


make up an niverſal church of members ſo much 
diſunited, and adverſe to one another. 3 
XIV. Why ſo many broken pieces, or extracts of 
ſome one charity-/ermon or other, ſhould have been 
brought in with ſuch an air, by the reverend the 
preacher in his Remarks, is flot worth inquiring' af- 
ter. For I conceive his aim being not ſo much di- 
refed againſt our common adverſaries the Papi/ts, as 
apainſt his Fellow-Proteftants, and ſome of his own 
brethren, he ſhould in true reaſoning, methinks, 
hive done his beſt endeavours to ſhew, how, by their 


principles or practice, they ſeem now-a-days to vio- 


late that their acknowledg'd duty, univerſal charity 
and benevolence - They being, as much as he wel 
can be, againſt puniſhments of any fort, and all nega- 
tive diſcouragements in the ſtate for religious opini- 


ons; bur yet do apprehend, they are oblig'd to have a 


care, that purity of faith, as well as worſhip, ſhoul, 
be kept up in their own aſſemblies. Now had Mr. 
Chandler prov'd, that, by fo doing, they. blindly act a- 
gainſt that love, thar is ſo much recommended to us 
in the Goſpels and Apoſtolical writings, he would 


bave talk'd to the purpoſe; bur not a word of that, 


at leaſt, in a direct and diſiin® way or expreſſion, 
that I can remember, throughout all this Introduction; 
which, to ſpeak my mind freely, as I think I may, 
renders very probable What I have heard, ſince I have 
put pen to paper, that this Mr. Chandler is one, whoſe 
judgment is not taken to equal his vivacity. Ho. 
ever, I muſt leave that to thoſe that better know him 

or 
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have an eſteem for his great parts. 
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or are acquainted with him, which I am not, tho' I 


* 


XV. This I muſt needs ſay, that in Mr. Chandler's 


| Hiftory and Remarks, there ſeems to be ſuch a mix- 
ture of good and bad, fuch a confounding and hud- 


dling together, without diſtinction, the different 
principles of friends and foes, and in truth, of his 


 0wn various apprehenſions of things, that one is 


hardly able to make a conſiſtent ſcheme thereof. 
Moſt certainly a civil toleration and an eccleſiaſtical 
one, are things diſtinct, tho' there be a reſemblance 
and compariſon between them. I readily grant that 
the one may be perfect and univerſal, without the o- 
ther: The ſtare or civil government, being only for 
this preſent mortal life, is grounded on mere human 
or political principles, that affect one's natural or civil 
intereſt : The church or kingdom of Chrift is nor 
of this world, but is founded upon divine and reli- 
gious principles, it affects one's ſupernatural or hea- 
venly intereſt. In the former, I ought to be ruled by 


the laws of the land, in the latter, by thoſe of the 
| go el; they ſhou'd not interfere with one another, 


I am a good ./ubjef, ſo far I am intitled to all 


the. privileges of a good ſubjeft 3 if I am a good 


chriſtian, ſo far alſo I have a right to all bis privi- 
legesz all this is very true: But then if I join in 


ſociety or communion with chriſtians, Whom ſhall 


T be determin'd by in this church? Ask, I pray, 
whom you ſhou'd be determin'd by. as a ſubject in 


the flate, and the anſwer to this laßt queſtion, will 


ally ſerve to the frf. If you judge your private 


as 
ange not compatible with the laws of civil 
ſociety, why then you muſt live by your ſelf in a 
deſart, or go into ſome country, where the laws 


and conſtitutions agree with your way of thinking. 
Wou'd you pull down all manner of law, ſociety, 
and rule for your own ſake only? No to be ſure: 
This wou'd be wild with a witneſ;; no ſuch level- 

1 | ling 


ling principles will be fit for any ſtate whatſoever; 


yoũ muſt be concluded by a majority, or be exclu- 
ded ſociety, I ſee no medium; and Chu obſervation 
Ff 


may be applied to the other ſubject. If you do not 
like church- communion, you are free as to that, ſo. 
far as that no body in this world can inflict upon 
you, by right, any civil puniſhment for this your 
opinion or practice: But if you have a mind to 
join in communion with any ſociety of chriſtians, 


to be ſure you mult agree with them, or leave them, 
and make a ſociety of your ows, conſtituted of 


thoſe that agree with you; and even then you muſt 
be ruled one way or other, if any diſagreement hap- 


pens to be among your ſelves; and he that won't muſt. 


be expell'd, it can't be help'd, how broad ſoever the 


principles of your ſociety arc, 


For let it be form'd upon that very principle, that 
there be 0 order or rule at all; if fo, even this is 
its order and its rule. So that if any wou'd intro- 
duce any thing into it, beſides that one rule, without 


the concurrence of the many, there's an end of the 
ſociety, upon its own principles, it will come to 


nought; what a fine fabrick this is, I will give you 
time to conſider. Ss 


XVI. In the mean while, I may and will appeal to | 
Mr. Chandler himſelf, if he is pleas'd to ſtand to his 


own deciſions, as I think he ought; for his very 
words are, at his firſt ſetting out, will not indeed 
deny * but that the appointing perſons, whoſe peculiar 
office it ſhou'd be to miniſter in the external ſervices of 
publick and ſocial worſhip, is, when under proper regu- 


lations, of advantage to the decency and order of di- 


vine ſervice. What do you think he means by 


proper regulations, no regulations at all, or none 


that muſt be followed, or ſuch as ought to be regu- 
lated themſelves by every ones will or fancy? If 


— 
* 


* Page - 


there 
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there be proper regulations to be had or imagin'd, 
I ſhou'd be glad to know what they are, or of what 
uſe, if zo ſubmiſſion is due to them at all. Beſides, 
here is an appointing of perſons to miniſter, and who- 
ever appoints them ſeems to be moſt naturally a judge 
of their miniſtration; and then here is alſo a decency 
and order, which I can't well reconcile with 20 
reſiraint at all upon thoſe that wou'd ſpoil it or de- 
viate from it at pleaſure. Some time after, he is heard 
preaching to nations, not to enlarge the autho- 
rity and juriſdiction of ſpiritual men, beyond the 
-bounds of reaſon and revelation, which 1s very 
wholeſome advice, and 'tis moſt evident by his own 
warning of nations, that ſpiritual men - have, or 
ought to have ſome ſmall degree of authority and 
juriſdiction upon the very principles of reaſon, as 
well as revelation; fo that, without ſpending his 
time in declaiming, he wou'd have better employ'd 
it, in giving us a plain lecture about what he takes 
to be lawful authority and juriſdiftion of ſpiritual 
men, and the preciſe bounds thereof, ſo as we might 
know, once for all, how far we muſt or may either 
reject it, or ſubmit to it: For to rail at random a- 
gainſt authority, and call it domineering over o- 
thers faith and conſcience, and then to ſuppoſe 
there is to be ſome authority, without explaining 
what this authority i, appears to me ſomewhat like 
a certain Prelate's perplex'd anſwer to a committee 
of latter times, that did indeed make people ftare, 
but never made them the wiſer, nor ever wou'd, if 
they were to chew all their life-time upon that Spi- 
ritual Man's political cud. | 

© XVII. That indeed Mr. Chandler inſiſts much upon 
a miniſter's preaching, exborting, giving good exams 
ple, and ſo on, I do freely acknowledge, and thank 
him for it; that being what a true clergyman, or 
eccleſiaſtical perſpn, ought above all to mind and ſet 
his heart upon. But this does not take off the dif- 
M7. ficulty 


[16 ] 

ficulry in this matter, neither as to the ſeveral men- 
bers of the ſociety in general, nor as to the mini- 
ſters in particular, that are the chief members of it, 
tho' they are not its maſters, nor are they the ſo- 
ciety it ſelf, and therefore are no leſs ſubject than o- 
thers to its rules. Suppoſe then your clergy 
acting only, as it ſeems Mr. Chandler underſtands it, 
in the way of mere perſuaſion, and ſome of the hearers 
will not be perſuaded, but ſet themſelves up to diſ- 
order either the ſociety it ſelf, or its guides and re- 
preſentatives, which it has impower'd to act for it; 
is there then no way to oppoſe the diſturbers, but by 
preaching over and over again, when the ſuppoſition 
lainly takes in, that that preaching is not minded at 

all by the diſorderly laicts? What muſt; be done in 
this caſe? Vou ſee perſuaſion will not remedy the 
evil, and if there is no remedy beſides for it, the 
evil is entail d upon ſociety for ever, I mean, a ſo- 
ciety of chriſtians, that never can be united on a 
certain foundation in any ſocial worſhip at all; 
which is monſtrous. For ſo you put them in a con- 
dition of not being able, in the nature of things, to 
do what, in the nature of things, they mult and 
ought to do, viz. to join and unite together in ſocial 
worſhip. _ ne | ö 
XVIII. Now as to miniſters, we'll put a plain 


caſe. The two churches in Great Britain, tho' pretty 


much alike as to the inner parts of religion, are at 
a great diſtance as to externals: One has a precom- 
poſed form of prayer, that is read by the miniſter 
adorn'd with a furplice, the other wou'd have the 
miniſter ule conceived prayers, and generally its 
done by him in a cloat, or ſome ſuch like veſtment. 
Wou'd you have him that officiates in the church of 


| Scotland, appear with a ſurplice reading common» 


prayer; or, in the Church of England, one mounts 
ing the pulpit with his cloak, to ſay all there with» 
out book? For my part, I cou'd well endure it, as - 
| 5 5 | the 
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the thing it ſelf, that is of no great conſideration: 

But, as it relates to order, I can't imagine how it 

cou'd beendur'd; I am ſure it wou'd not: Nor wau'd 

any undertake it, but one out of his ſeuſes, or ſome 

furious Zealot, who, to be ſure, has no 15 to come 
t 


eir uſages 


and diſturb others in the poſſeſſion of | 
and cuſtoms. Such a one then is to be check'd' for 
it; eſpecially if he wou'd not refrain from his wild 


attempt. To this it may be ſaid, a man that has his 


wits about him, ſhou'd not act in this manner; But 
ſhall not he preach againſt what he reckons to be 
an abuſe, or evil in the church? Yes, he may and ought 
but at his own perl, if his preaching is not lid: And 
this being ſufficiently ſignified or inſinuated to him, 
he muſt eithier forbear, if his. conſcience permits 
him, or go and preach to thoſe that are or will be 


diſpos'd to hear him. But that he ſhou'd perſiſt 


where he is not lit d, is an untoward pretenſion, or 
that the ſociety muſt yield againſt her own. con- 
viction or her quiet, are abſurdities to be ridicul d, 
rather than anſwer d. 1 7 


XIX. If you'll give me leave, I wou'd further 


_ ſuppoſe, that there was neither church nor meetit 
as there is amongſt us, but a number or. multitude | 


of individuals, that ſingly, if poſſible, did profeſs 


_ chriſtianity . without any diſcipline or miniſtry at 


all, and ſuppoſe ſome of them inclinable to join in 
one religious ſociety, upon laws agreed by them to 


be Chriſt's own laws, together with ſome H- lau f 


their own, not contrary or repugnant, as they pre- 
ſume to the others; wou'd it be proper for any one 
that is for liberty, to call them enemies of that 


liberty becauſe of their by-laws, as they affect no 


body but themſelves, that are willing to be bound by 
them? And iuppole laftly, the great men of the 
nation, and the Sovereign himſelf to come into this 


ſociety, and ſo give thoſe, by-laws the more credit, 
Vich regard to the members of that ſociety: What _ 
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occaſion of juſt and reaſonable complaint this would 
give others, I cannot underſtand; and upon this 
tooting, I muſt not find fault with the at of uni- 
Jo as temper'd by the act for toleration, or 

c 


that the liturgy in South-Britain, and a directory, I 
ſuppoſe, in the northern parts, be eſtabliſh'd by the 
all of union, which may well ſtand without any 


infringement on the liberty of diſſenters of any ſort, 


either north or ſouthward. 

XX. That one ſhou'd call impriſoning, confiſ- 
cating, hanging, &c. by the odious name of perſe- 
el you have my conſent, as far as it will ſerve. In 
the ſtate, the man ought. to be regarded, not the 
ſectary as ſuch, and the man as far as he is, or may 
be u/efu] to the ſtate. That is ſo plain an opinion, 
that it wants no proof at all. No proof being a 
more clear evidence of the thing, than the thing it 


ſelf is. If there are men that do not ſee it, they muſt 


be ſomewhat like thoſe that do not ſee the ſun at 
nboon- day, and with them I have done for ever. 


But if by perſecution, you mean not to be look'd 


upon as a member of a church, whoſe doctrines 
you don't believe, whoſe worſhip you won't prac- 
tiſe, or whole diſcipline you can't ſubmit to, as 
long as you may follow your ou that you like ber- 
ter, or take to be the only true one, then in truth I. 
am not of your opinion; I ſhall never be brought 
to call perſecution what I think is as much the reſult 
of liberty, as any thing elſe. And for the very rea- 
on that I am for as perfect a liberty as can be had, 
Jam for every ſociety, as well as all individuals, en- 
joying and — their own full liberty towards 


and among themſelves, ſo far as that their liberty 
does not break in upon the civil ſtate, or acknows- 


ledg'd publick good of nations; therefore then, let 
the church or party dominant have its laws, ſta- 
tures, or canons to be govern'd by, till that church 
or paity think it convenient to alter them, or any 


part 
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part of them. Let thoſe alſo, that do not like the. 


_ eſtabliſhment, ſer up meetings and there act as it 


eems beſt in their own eyes. And if a member in 


any church or meeting whatſoeyer does not like what 


is. faid or done there, and will break its peace and 


order, by quarrelling and contentions, tis very fit 


ſuch opinionative men, that violate their neigh- 
bour's liberty and peace, ſhou'd be admoniſh'd either 
to abſtain from doing ſo any more, or to leave the 
ſociety, or, having forfeited their right to it, ſhou'd 
be expelld it, as wilful perturbators of, other 
mens liberty, peace and quiet. All this I reckon 
to be plain common ſenſe, and warranted ſufficiently. 
by the goſpel and all the writings of the new teſ- 
tament, more particularly by this general and ſhort 
rule given by the holy apoſtle. ; Let all things be done 
decently and in order. 7 8 7 | 
XXI. But wou'd it not be better to have none of 
thoſe /ubſcriptions, oaths, &c? Suppoſing it wou'd, 
What of that? As long as it is thought fit by them, 
that judge thoſe means neceſſary for the preſervation 
of their ſociety entire, is there any reaſon to pre- 


ſcribe to them, with hard ſpeeches, to take away 


what they keep in their own defence? Here you 
have the church of England, that has a mind to be 
uniform as to its government, articles, liturgy and 
diſcipline : How ſhall that church, ſo conſtituted, be 


able to keep its conſtitution, without ſome ſecurity 


or other, from thoſe that are admitted to the pub- 
lick miniſtration and office in the ſaid church; and 
alſo. without ſome rnales, canons, or laws, to ob- 
lige every one of her members to conform, to that 
— For to tell the church- men, they ſhou'd 

ave. no laws of that nature; that is as much as to 
ſay, thoſe things they do well lite of, they ought 


| not to have a liberty of liking, which appears to me 


to be very abſurd, eſpecially as ir comes from that 
quarter that pleads for unbounded liberty, the na- 
es | WM | ' 


diſquiſition. e 5 
XXIII. What I wou'd obſerve further is, how he 


[vo]. 
ture of liberty being ſuch, that that man is equally: 
free that binds, as he that Jooſes himſelf. If indeed 
you went about to give them good reaſons why they 
ſhou'd not be in love with thoſe things, they appear 
to you to be over fond of, I don't know but you 
might do ſomething to the purpoſe, But to ſcold and 


ſtrike, and mix heaven and hell together; to brand 


with the odious name of perſecution, what is as far 
from it as heaven from hell it ſelf, ſerves only to 


give a nean opinion of the man, as being ſomewhat 


di ſorder' d in bis ſenſes, Pray ſee how he raves on the 
ſubject, ſays he, This manner of ſubſcribing is infamous 
in its nature, and vindicable upon no principles of con- 
ſcience and honour. Is it fo indeed? How then comes 
your Bleſſing Prelate to be ſo rigid in that way to his 
own dear 
Mr. F——? As Mr. Fhifton has publickly declar'd 
to the world, in a pamphlet concerning the late 
Dr. Clark. Us 5 Tp 1 2 or: 
XXII. I am ſorry that the Te- act does exclude 


the diſſenters from publick employments, if they 


won't ſubmit to take the ſacrament. I never liked 
ſuch a profanation, if T am allow'd to call it by its 


right name; and if I cou'd help it, the blame ſhou'd 


not lie upon any of thoſe that are the true ſons of 
the church. But fo much of that has been ſaid lately, 
nee ey 'well leave it" bere without any” farther 


has made perſecutors of the ſubſcribing miniſters at 


Falters-Hall. Why ſo furious? A rumour was ſpread 


all over the city and ſuburbs, that the“ diſſenting 
elergymen were moſt of them become Arians To 
take off the odium of this injurious report, ſome 


very pious and learned men — them, thought the 


beſt expedient was to ſubſcribe all in a body an arti- 
cle of the Church of England, and one of the Weſt- 


minſter catechiſm's queſtions and anſwers.” This they | 


pro- 


olom-friend and RN one 
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'd in a numerous aſſembly, when, as it hap- 
pened, ſome did not think fit to ſubſcribe, others 


did. And, in my apprehenſion, if the la, by ſub- 


— did per/ecute the firſt, thoſe firſt, by not 


ſubſcribing, did per/ecute the . laſs, For who has 
given one party the liberty of not ſubſcribing, if the 
other neither has nor ought to have that of /ub- 
[cribing. Is it only one party that is to have all the 


liberty to himſelf? I am afraid there is ſomething of 
this in the matter. Aſter all theſe fad outcrics a- 
gainſt perſecution, they will hardly ſignify any more 


than if one ſhou'd ſay roundly ; I won't be perſecu- 


ted my ſelf, nor have my liberty abridg'd or dimi- 


cc niſh'd in the leaſt; but hark-ye, I will not be bound 
| Me the /ame rule of natural and chriſtian equity, 
and I'll declare againſt thoſe as perſecutors, that 


ce think they have a right to be as free as my ſelf, and 
% do aft accordingly”. The various circumſtances of 
that affair I ſhall not meddle with, being little ac- 
quainted with either party; only one thing J can't 


but wonder at, and that is to ſee the deteſtable name 


of In quiſition faſtned, with relation to this buſineſs, 
upon the principles of diſſenters. For if the gen- 
tlemen, that met at Salters-Hall, had once ſub- 


ſerib'd the article abovemention'd, as tis preſum'd 


they had, I don't apprehend how it ſhou'd be againſt 
their principles to ſubſcribe a ſecond time, unleſs 
they reckon ſubſcribing is like baptiſm, never to be 
reiterated. But as I never heard of this, it ſurpriſes 


me to ſee the very moderate Mr. Chandler inveigh at 
ſuch a rate againſt his once dear brethren, upbraid 


them for a furious oppoſition, call them Zealots for 


their pains, and inſinuate as if their zeal had been 


meer hypocriſy, to ſerve their own paſſions and in- 
zereft, in a moſt ſhameful and profane manner. — It 


wou'd not be fit for me to imitate him, tho' it were 


afar off, otherwiſe it wou'd be pretty natural to ask 


if this long ſcroll of an Introduction to the Hiſtory 


F the Inquiſition, has not partly been — to 
| — erve 
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ſerve his re/entment and haired, in a manner ſo 
fpitcful and unbecoming, againſt the ſubſcribing mi- 
niſters; ſome of which, and not the leaſt worthy, , 
are now lying quiet in their graves. 1 yg 
Tho' they ſeem indeed not to have much more 
cauſe to complain than oſt other ſects and parties, 


either old or new: l'll beg leave to except the Soci- 


nians, whom he has not found in his heart to bring 
in for any ſhare in the liſt of perſecutors. But to 
have it fill'd up, all muſt be and are ſuch to him, as 


have thought it their duty to exerciſe mere chriſ- 


tian diſcipline, and for that only he ſets them off in 
ſuch black outrageous terms, as if they were, or 
had been, the moſt unworihy of all mortals. Does 
he really think the proper way to convince men is 
to blacken them, to aſperſe and vilify them? Or is 
it only to pleaſe 4 gang that attends him, that he 
acts and writes with the very fame high ſpirit, he 
does not like in others? Happy they, his fulmina- 
tions againſt them have neither civil nor church 
effect! For he has given cauſe ſufficient to apprehend 


how he wou'd be inclin'd to act with others, if he 
was to haue rule over them. Tho' they abhor per- 


ſecution in the ſtate, as much as he well can do, 
when reaſon: guides him, yet becauſe they are for 


maintaining, by lawful chriſtian means, what they 


take to be true and fundamental doctrines in the 


church, they are defam'd by him as ſo many incen- 


diaries, and perſecutors, as the plagues and curſes of 
mankind, tor that their innoxious and at leaſt par- 
donable error, by one that profeſſes ſo much of 
temper, moderation, charity, humanity, impartiality, 
peace, concord, ſocial virtue, liberty, fincerity, and 


what not, that the gentleman and his friends pay as 


ſo many compliments to themſelves, and one ano- 
ther, exclufively of all others. FS , 

In the name of wonder, what wou'd they have? 
Muſt all mens minds be on the level with theirs, * 


17 


or have the ſame latitude or ſtraitneſs, what ſhall 


/ 


I call it? It's impoſſible in the nature of things. Our 
rinciples give them all the liberty they can deſire, 


if in their ſenſes, of thinking, ſpraking, writing, in 
matter and form as they beſt approve. Let all thoſe 


that take on them the name of chriſtians, nay, ler all 
Pagans, Mahometans, Deiſts, Infidels enjoy the ſame 
liberty to the full, provided the foundations of civil 
ſociety are not thereby ſabverted or ſhaken, What 
will you have more, gentlemen? Muſt all others, in 
order to pleaſe you, give up their opinions, or ways, 
tho* in nothing hurtful to you? If they are out, 


that's to themſelves. Tis none of your buſineſs, if 


they value what you ſcoffingly call orthodoxy in 
them. Nor even is it any thing to you, if they 
won't admit you into their own atſemblies, ſo long 
as they are willing you ſhou'd be wholly free to 


preach and publiſh without control, in your aſſem- 


blies, and in print to the nation, and the whole 


| world, what you may call truth or religion, altho? 


it happens to be the greateſt deviation from both. 
However, Sir, I muſt not forget what I promis'd 
you ſhow'd have as a ſort of a Supplement to the 
Hiſtory of Perſecution. *Tis as follows, in a ſhort but 
curious abſtract- of Socinus's life *.“ Ar that time 


the opinion of Francis Davids, concerning the 


& power of Chriſt and the horbur due to him, 
& cauſed a great diſturbance in the churches of 
&< Tranſilvania: And Georgius Blandrata, who was 
“ very great with the prince there, try'd to find a 


* remedy to this evil. For that purpoſe, he call'd 


« Socinus from Bajil, that he might bring over this 
« Francis from his ſcandalous and pernicious error. 
„That this might be done the more eafily, lodg- 
„ ings were hired at a very great rate that they 


—— 
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© might live together, and eat at the ſame table, 
& which they did for above three months. But 


C Francis, unwilling to recant, and preaching pub- 


&« lickly his errors, was immediately, by the Prince's 
& order, caſt into priſon, wherein a little after, he 
« died”. Here then is the fact, and there follows a 
ſort of apology for Socinus; the thing having ex- 
pos'd him very much. Rut, ſays his Panegyriſt, he 
{urely cou'd not approve of it. (No indeed; un- 


leſs he too happen'd to be a Perſecutor) for, adds the 


Poliſh Knight, “ nothing cou'd more prejudice Soci- 
« nus's cauſe, than that the contrary opinion ſhou'd 
* be defended by that efficacious teſtimony of 


cc Fraxcis's dying for "A his death looking in the 
< eyes of all, like a martyrdom”. To ſome it 


might even appear a very baſe and horrid way of 
taking an adverſary out of the world. However, 
there ſeems to be ſomewhat in the circumſtances 
that is very ſuſpicious. But we'll leave it as it ſtands; 
a perſecution there was by Socinians of all forts, Bat- 
tory the prince of the country, Blandrata his favou- 
rite, and the Seed Socinus himielf. 


I am, SIR, &c. 
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Ince I wrote this letter, an anſwer to Dr. Berri 
nan by Mr. Chandler is come to my hands, The 
Doctor had ſaid, that *7is plainly Mr. C.'s deſign un- 
der the odious name of perſecution, to decry and vilify 
all legal eſtabliſhments of religion. To this Mr. C. 
ſeems to anſwer in the way and manner of the Cul- 
prits at the Old-Bayley. He neither confeſſes, proper- 


_ ly ſpeaking, nor denies what he is accus'd of: But 


taking the advantages the law indeed does there al- 
low, he pleads not guilty, and puts himſelf upon all 
the equitable part of mankind. This I would allow to 


be fair, if zhat equitable part did fit like a jury be- 


fore one's eyes, ready to judge between the contends 
ing parties. But one may well doubt whether 'tis 
the faireſt method among ſcholars and divines, thoſe 


eſpecially, that ſet themſelves up for patterns of ſin- 


cerity, and the 'moſt, if not the on impartial in- 
quirers after truth: As to myſelf, he's very free to uſe 
his own liberty in making the beſt defence he is a- 
ble; and as I hope I do ſomewhat belong to the 
equitable pari of. mankind, I think he ſhould be heard 
in this his defence by ſo notable a jury, all of his own 
chuſing. | | as 
We'll then ſuppoſe the judge ſhould ask him, What 


have you to ſay for your ſelf? His anſwer as to the 


accuſation above, is, Firſt, by asking the Doctor, 
but did Mr. C. ever tell you ſo? To which my reply 
would be, if allow'd to ſpeak on the queſtion, I ſup- 
poſe not. But whether Mr. C. told it the Doctor or 
no, is nothing to the purpoſe; if he has told it to o- 
thers by word of mouth, or rather to the world in 
int; for this way the Doctor could as well know it, 

as if he had heard it from Mr. C. “s own month. 
» Secondly, He adds, or were you ever in the inſide. of 
his heart ? Ridiculous ! . if J may uſe the 
8 ex- 
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expreſſion, he was not; but in a moral ſenſe, why 


not? If a man ſays a thing, or gives it ſufhciently 


to be underſtood by ſome outward ſign, ſo that I may 
well perccive or judge that to be his opinion or 

thought, who will be ſo very dull as to apprehend, 
I might be in the inſide of his heart locally, or ſo much 
given to cavilling as to ask, whether I was in the in- 


ſide of his heart? But not to wrangle about words, 


hear him further. 


Thyirdly, Then, ſays he, I not, you ſhould not haue 
begun with an aſſertion, that Mr. C. knows tis in his 
Power to convince, I will not ſay you, but all the equit- 
able part of mankind, of the untruth of. Very well, he 
ſays the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 


the truth, tis a full anſwer. He ought to be ac- 


quitted, and the court will allow him his plea againft 
the Doctor: For the plain ſenſe of the anſwer ſeems 


to be this. The Doctor is a falſe accuſer. in his re- 


ference to the Introduction, wherein Mr. C. has af- 
firm'd in terms or ſenſe expreſly, that he allows of 
an eſtabliſhment of religion having the ſanction of 
the law, viz. penalties annex'd to it. Indeed other- 


wiſe, 'tis impoſſible in the nature of things to have a 
law: A law without ſanction, without a penalty, 


being of no uſe at all; 'tis no law. So common 


ſenſe inſtructs us, ſo does Holy Scripture and all the 


legiſlators in the world, but eſpecially our ows le- 


giflature here in England, If then Mr. C. minds what 


he ſays, and does not equivocate, he muſt have aſ- 
ſerted, one way or other, in his ſaid Introduction, that 


the eſtabliſhment he is for is ſuch, that thoſe that do 


not conform to it, ſhould be liable to ſome penalty 
either of an eccleſiaſtical (not to ſay ſpiritual) or ci- 
vil nature. But if by a legal eſtabliſhment, he 
means ſomewhat that neither is, nor ever was, nor can 
be legal, that is to ſay, no eſtabliſhment at all, then 
it appears his anſwer is trifling; and further I think. 


needleſs to ſay, but refer all to the jury, the * 
| Jia 
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judicious equitable Part of Mankind. Ay, but here 


Mr. Ch. wants to explain himſelf, Let him be 
heard; = e 


Fourthly, ſays he, I have indeed written againſt perſe- 


cution. But does this vilify all legal eſtabliſhments ?. Are then 
all legal eftabliſhments inſeparably attended with perſecuti- 
on? If not, my writing againſt the latter is no proof that my 
Intention is to vilify the former. Pray obſerve, he does 
not ſay all legal eſtabliſhments are not inſeparably at- 
tended, (9c. but if not, viz. Dato non conceſſo or tis 


a ſort of an argumentum ad hominem, that indeed may 


put to ſhame, and filence one that is for an eſtabliſh- 


ment, that enacts perſecution properly ſo call'd, and 


yet dares not avow it, But I anſwer, perſecution and 
a legal eſtabliſhment may either be ſeparated, or 
joined. We know of legal eſtabliſhments that are in- 
ſeparably attended with perſecution, and thoſe we ab- 
hor, whether at Rome or elſe where. Tros Rutulus-ve 
fuat nullo diſcrimine habeto. Away with perſecution for 
conſcience ſake, whoever be the perſecutor. So far 


indeed writing againſt what is really perſecution, is not 


to write againſt all legal eſtabliſhments, becauſe there 
may be one or more attended only with ſuch penalties 
on the violators of the law, as has nothing of perſe- 
cution, I mean what in common acceptation by men 


of ſenſe is ſo call'd, and that I think I have already 


ſhewed in my letter, But as Mr. C. calls hat per- 


ſecution, which is not perſecution, his writing againſt 


it, is a proof that he vilifies all legal eſtabliſhments in- 
ſeparably attended, with what he brands with that infa- 
mous Name. 1 | BY 

Fifthly, Mr. C. ſays, I have alſo very freely cenſur'd 
all ecclefiaſtical tyranny, and declar'd againſt ſetting up 
the prieſts. as lords of the heritage, and making them 
kings in the room of the Son of God, becauſe Woeneve , 
they have had their defir'd power, their language 55 
been, up iſrael to the prey,” and their pr” Fig 10 


| © execute puniſhment upon the people to 'jng their 


2 „ kings, 


f 
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& kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters 


© 'of iron.” Here is declamation with a vengeance, 
but all ſtale and trivial! Ir has been repeated over and 
over by all the men of his ſtamp. And indeed as ma- 
ny times exploded becauſe of its wrong application: 
So that it is become a confus'd — only fit to 


tun the hearers, but can make no impreſſion upon 


the equitable part of mankind, No, they are never led 
by outcries and noiſe, as when one with6ut under- 
ſtanding bawls out the Church, another Prieſt-craft, 
one the great Diana, another Per/ecution. But that 


we may know for once, how to reaſon about the mat- 


ter: Pray, Sir, be pleas'd to declare in plain terms 
what you mean by eccleſiaſtical tyranny. Is it that 
which was exercis'd by -popiſh prieſts againſt prote- 


ſtants, by the high-church againſt the diſſenters, or 


by ſome of the Iaſ- mention d, when uppermoſt, againſt 
their adver/aries? Why ſhould you not ſpeak out, that 
one may be appriz'd of your meaning? For if by e- 
cleſiaſtical tyranuy, you mean true chriſtian diſcin 
pline (as you confound and mix together ſpiritual and 
civil puniſhments, or ſuch a juſt authority as Chriſt 
has given to his church to keep it ſelf pure, as much 
as may be in this earthly ſtate) then, Sir, when 
you cenſure this, either authority or diſcipline, you 
not only cenſure ſome legal eſtabliſhment, but you 
dare to cenſure the very go/pel eſtabliſhment itſelf ; 
nay, you go over Th aurpia 7 avYohxnc, to thole very 
men you do not like for their principles, I mean the 
enemies of revelation. Take heed then that you be 
not tranſported with a zeal without knowledge. You 
run into one extreme, for very Hatred of the other. 
mncidis in [cyllam cupiens vitare charybdim. As to the 
priefts that are ſuch as you deſcribe, them I very 
heartily give over to your wrath. But when Mr. C. 
add that when ever &c. to bind their kings, &c. I 
r he mentions it here in zhoſe terms, which 
a taken long ago as a fort of proverb a- 


mongſt 


w ond: 


have bee. 


Tience ſheweth this. The goſpel has nothing againſt 
the uſe of that order, tho' much indeed — 7 
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mangſt us, to be intended againſt ſame of his reputed 


| brathren, tho', in my opinion, injuriauſſy and falſſy, 


ag to oſt of them. 1 
Sixth, Mr. C. ſays, I will ever proteſt whilſt I bave 
2 pen ta write, &, and ſo be may z no body, I rec: 
kan, will binder him. The more paper he waſtes, the 
Ries ſome body or other may be thankful to him; 
he queſtion is, Quid dignum feret tanto hic promiſſor 


biatu? | 


Seventhhy, But, ſays he, what is there in all this to 


710 all legal eſtabliſuments? Nothing at all, as to 


thoſe whoſe clergy is not chargeable with any wworld- 


J dominion z for when men that have been call'd 


ro, inſtruct and rule others by a ſound doctrine and 
chriſtian diſcipline are encourag'd by the ſtate or 


government, and haye ſome privileges granted them, 


excluſively of ſuch as do not care to ſubmit to the 
eſtabliſhment, I profeſs I can't ſee any more in it, 
than what is Gone every day and every where, in ever 
ry family, club, or meeting, where generally you ſee 
them that are «feful, more belov'd or employ'd than 
the unruly or ſtubborn, or that appear ſo to be in 


| the eyes of thafe that have 20 ſway over others, in 


the ſaid ſocieties: Common ſenſe and univerſal exp 

the 
abuſe of it. = 1 2 
Nov if Mr. Chandler does really approve of an 
ſuch legal eſtabliſhments, as have been mention'd, 


| ſhould he not have told us ſo in plain terms, inſtead 


of placing indiſcriminately all thoſe that like them 
among the favourers of perſecution? But ſince he has 
not, it is, in my opinion, reaſonable to conclude, that 
there never was a legal eſtabliſhment ſo happy, as ta 
deſerve Mr. Chandler's approbation. That of his own 
framing is to be look'd for among the clouds; there 
it moves, till it happens to burſt out in hůunder and 
lightning; but there are none upon earth, he r* 

| | that 
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mould ask a „ingle paſſage to prove a point, that runs 
throughout his Introduction, and without which this 


. 
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that have miſs'd coming into the meaſures of perſe- 


cutors, becauſe of the very lau they are govern'd by, 


how little ſoeyer it may differ from that order, which, 


in the nature of things, is inſeparable from ſociety and 


church-communion. Therefore fince he aſſerts this 
in ſenſe, if not in words, I dare affirm there is ſome- 
thing at leaſt, if not a great deal in all this be has 
written — to vilify all legal eftabliſhments. © : 

Eighthly, Again ſays Mr. C. Point out a ſingle paſſage 


of my Introduttion from whence this can be inferr'd, as you 


(Dr. Berriman ) would not be eſteem'd a falſe accuſer. 
Very hard upon the Doctor! bur I muſt leave it ta 
him, who is well able to ſpeak in his own juſtifica- 
tion. As to me, it is really a ſurpriſe that Mr. C. 


Introduction has neither body nor ſoul, and is at molt 
an empty ſound in the whole of it, or a confus'd 


| Heap of nonſenſe. But he'll ſay, 
Ninthly, F an eftabliſhment was made upon my good 


| — 1 know not a ſingle. 
diffenter in England that would be againſt it. 


Lord of London's foundation 


IF, ſays 
he—and with ſuch an IF, I myſelf could eaſily make 
Mr. C. to be the beſt writer that ſets pen to paper. 
FF an eftabliſhment was made upon my good Lord of Lon- 
don's foundation: Who ſpeaks this? Arrige aures, Pam- 
phile / the Biſhop of London Mr. C—'s good Lord? 
If ſo, then pray good Lord deliver us! Tis high 
time this good Lord ſhould-interpoſe ſo far, at leaſt, 
as to have it declar'd to the world his name is abusd ; 
this his ironically humble Servant, S. C. 

Of the thing it ſelf, J have ſaid enough in my let- 
ter, only this I take leave to add here, that I don'r 
believe there is any more truth in what he ſays fur- 


for that in honour and conſcience he can't accept of 


ther, that not a ſingle diſſanter, &c. This can't be 


true, and is not true to my certain knowledge. 


What 
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What follows in the anſwer, is work enough cut-out 
for the Doctor, as Mr. C. boldly expreſſes it. How- 
ever, the former appears to me a learned man, and 
well acquainted with that part of eccleſiaſtical anti- 
quity he treats of, tho', it may be, he has overlook'd 
ome one paſſage or other in the hiſtorians. But this 
may be ſaid in general, that being employ'd in apolo- 
giſing for thoſe he ſpeaks of, he ſeems to be leſs blame- 
able for not mentioning ſome things, that might go 
againſt him, than Mr. C. who is their accuſer, in im- 
puting to them ſome very heinous crimes, they, for 
ought appears, are not chargeable with. Yet tis what 
he has done by perverting the true ſenſe of Euſebius &, 
Socrates , and Sozomen +, and, if this ſhould be ne- 

lected by the Doctor or his 4 I can't ſay 
Fur ſome time or other, when I happen to be at lei- 
ſure, I may chance to take Mr. C. to task about it. 


— * 


Page 23. 28. of the Anſwer. Page 19. 1 Page 8. 9. 25. 
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